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Subject:     "Poultry  Prospects  for  the  Holidays"     Information  from  Office  of 
Distribution,  War  Food  Adninistration . 
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A  soldier  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  wrote  to  his  mother  recently  and 
said,  "Save  :.ie  the  wishbone,  Mom.     I  may  drop  in  for  ChristiricS  dinner."     The  wish- 
bone he  gets  probably  will  be  a  big  one.    Judging  from  present  prospects  there 
v/ill  be  nore  turkeys  on  the  market  than  chiclcens. 

Another  v'onan  who  is  the  mother  of  9  children  tells  the  story  about  her 
youngest  son  who  used  to  say  that  the  neck  of  the  chicken  was  his  favorite  piece 
because  he  never  tasted  any  other.     This  year  that  boy  is  on  a  battle  field  in 
jlurope ,  and  if  Amy  plans  are  carried  through,  he  will  get  all  the  turkey  or 
chicken  he  wants  for  Christmas  dinner. 

For  several  months  the  buyers  for  the  Army  and  Navy  have  had  first  choice 
from  the  turkey  flocks  throughout  the  country.     Thousands  of  pounds  of  the  finest 
turkeys  have  been  dressed  and  frozen  ready  for  shipment  to  many  parts  of  the  world 
for  G-.  I.  Joe's  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  dinners.    About  the  middle  of  November 
turkey  orders  for  the  military  were  filled.    Now  that  Arm-y  needs  have  been  taicen 
Care  of,  the  turkeys  available  v\rill  be  offered  to  the  general  public.     So,  many 
of  you  honenakers  who  are  turkey  hungry  will  have  the  opportunity  to  buy  these 
birds  for  your  Christmas  dinners. 

Prospects  for  a  chicken  dinner  at  Christmas  vary,  too... all  the  way  around 
the  color  wheel  from  sunny  yellov/  in  chicken  producing  areas  to  deep  gloomy  purple 
on  the  iJastern  Coast.     In  the  middle  western  states  v/here  some  of  the  chicken 
raisers  are  culling  their  flocks  of  hens  that  aren't  laying  well,  chickens  may. be 
oought  during  the  holidays,     Eut  if  you  discover  that  chickens  are  hard  to  get, 
re;.iember  .,  .there  '  s  a  reason. 
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Have  you  often  heard  other  women ..  .perhaps  you've  done  it,  too... say,  "n'hi^r 
I'n  feeling  lonely  and  blue... if  I  can  just  buy  a  nevr  hat  or  put  an  extra  bond 
in  the  bank,  it  lifts  my  disposition  straignt  through  the  clouds  into  the  clear, 
bright  air  of  happiness"?     It's  often  true  that  material  thing;s  can  cheer  us  up. 
And  if  that's  true  in  yo^or  own  home  it's  much  more  likely  to  be  the  case  if 
you're  far  away  from  familiar  faces. 

Army  and  Eavy  men  say  that  the  morale-lifting  value  of  a  chicken  dinner 
served  to  a  ward  of  convalescent  men  is  worth  many  times  the  cost  of  the  chickens 
The  number  of  wounded  men  has  increased  very  rapidly  this  fall.    And  wherever 
patients'  trays  are  being  prepared,  they  are  calling  for  more  chickens.    So  the 
Government  is  buying  chickens .. .fryers  and  hens . . . in  order  that  our  wounded  men 
in  service  will  have  roast  chicken,  or  fried  chicken. . .perhaps  chicken  and 
noodles.    The  men  on  a  liquid  diet  may  get  chicken  broth. 

There's  another  reason  why  hospitals  and  camps  for  convalescents  want 
chicken.     It's  easy  to  digest.    So .. .thousands  of  chickens .. .frozen  or  canned... 
are  travelling  the  highways  and  ocean  ways  to  the  men  and  women  in  service... 
especially  those  who  are  fighting  on  the  road  back  to  health. 

In  view  of  these  facts  homemakers  may  find  it  necessary  to  streamline  the 
traditional  Christmas  menu  along  new  lines.    American  women  are  accustomed  to 
making  adjustments  and  taking  them  in  their  stride.    Very  often  the  result  is  a 
happy  surprise.     If  the  choice  of  a  meat  dish  for  your  Christmas  dinner  is  limit- 
ed you  can  always  center  attention  on  accompanying  dishes  or  decorations.  Fruits, 
vegetables,  nuts,  and  baked  goods  may  suggest  endless  possibilities. 

Here's  another  idea.    Perhaps  rabbits  are  for  sale  in  your  neighborhood. 
Of  course,   if  tnere's  a  man  in  the  family  who  likes  to  hunt  he  may  scare  up  a 
real  treat  for  the  family.     Then  too,  some  markets  will  be  selling  ducks,  geese, 
squab,   guinea  and  otner  fowl  or  gajne . 


-  3  - 

If  your  family  enjcys  sea  food  or  laiis  and  river  fish.  .  .nost  markets  will 
be  v/ell  supplied  with  a  variety  of  fish.    Perhaps  if  you  let  the  family  share  in 
making  Christmc.s  dinner  plans  you  nay  find  that  the  new  ideas  will  be  far 
superior  to  the  traditional  chicken  dinner  on  Christmas  Day. 

Did  you  over  hear  the  story  about  the  woman  with  6  children  who  never  knew 
what  to  do  whan  she  served  a  chicken  because  everyone  of  the  youngsters  wanted 
a  dru;nstick?    One  dc^y  she  hec^rd  of  City  Chicken.     City  Chicken  you  know  is  made 
by  alternating  two-inch  squares  of  pork  and  veal  on  a  skev/er.    When  tne  meat 
sticks  are  dipped  in  seasoned  flour... or  beaten  egg  and  salted  bread  crumbs  if 
you  pref er . . . they  are  browned  quickly  on  all  sides  in  hot  fat,  then  cooked  slowly 
till  tnoy  are  tender.     The  result  looks  and  tastes  something  like  a  chicken  drum- 
stick.    If  you  decide  to  serve  City  Chicken  for  Christr.ias  diriner  you  probably 
won't  hrive  any  trouble  getting  veal.     Although  the  pork  on  the  market  has  been 
scarce,  by  CiiristmctS  time  it's  likely  that  there  will  be  a  little  more  pork. 

So,  if  you  can't  get  a  chicken  for  the  holidays,  remember  there's  a  reason 
why.  The  popular  little  pulley-bones  have  gone  to  those  who  need  them  more  than 
we  do. 
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